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2 ASSION We balk Auel figs 
of a declining Cauſe, and Arguments which 
ſeldom appear on the Side of Reaſon and 
Truth; I cannot forbear to take occaſion, 
from Joche late Tranſactions, to congratulate: You, 
my worthy Brother Fretholders, upon your near and 
glorious Proſpect of being delivered from the 
\ Tyranny of à Faction, that for fo long a Time 
has uſurped the Power of diſpoſing af thoſe: Ho- 
nours, which Y OU alone have a Right to 2 
fer; — from the Tyranny of a Faction, long N 
deſpicable every where, but in the Eyes of an 9 
tuated Few; and which certainly could never have 
exiſted thus long, had you had an earlier Opportu- 
nity of becoming acquainted with one anothers 
real Sentiments, and of exerting thoſe Powers na- 
turally and eſſentially your own as BRITISH 
ee e Let Slander and Fury 
rage on the Side that ſtands in need of ſuch Aſ- 
ſiſtance, while the noble Cauſe of Liberty is fafe 
upon its natural Foundations in Truth 25 Ho- 
nour, and wants no other Defence, but a plain Ac- 
count of the Conduct it regularly produces. The 
following Facts are therefore ſubmitted to your 
"WM. Con ſi- 


* 


(4) 
Confideration, in anſwer to a falſe and ſcurriloys 
Paper, moft audaciouſly put into the Hands of 
many Frecholders, 5 reflecting upon 
the Moderation of the New Intereſt. | 
Agreeably to that Reſpect, which has invariably 
been ſnewn by the New: Intereſt Candidates to the 
Electors of this County, an Invitation was given to 


the Freeholders in the Neighbourhood of Banbury, to 


dine together on Monday the 28th of January laſt, 
in order that the ſaid Candidates might have an 


agreeable Opportunity of paying them their Re- 


ſpects perſonally, and enjoy the Pleaſure of mak- 
ing their grateful Acknowledgments, for the ge- 
nerous Support of the Net Intereſt in that Part 
of the County; and how many Gentlemen, and 
what Numbers of Freeholders honoured them with 
their Company, is now well known; Envy jtſelf 
having publiſhed it in the moſt expreſſive Lan- 
guage. Frecholders, and reputed Freeholders 
only were invited; and ſo well known and no- 
-torious was it in the Town, that the Old Intereſt 
intended to make ſome Diſturbance on this Occa- 
ſion, that the Mayor informed a Gentleman, who 
waited upon him on the Part of the Candi- 
dates of the New Intereſt to conſult him in regard to 
the Conduct of the Entertainment, That he had 
-< very ſtrong Reaſons to believe the Friends of the 
Old Intereſt would aſſemble a Mob, and give ſome 
Diſturbance; and aſked his Opinion, if it there- 


fore would not be right to engage the four 


Conſtables of the Town, in order to preſerve the 
Peace, and prevent any Diſturbance, the © Mob 


were intended to create, This certainly argues 


à ſtrong Preſumption, that Matters were not ex- 
alhy as ſtated in the printed Account diſperſed 
by the Old Intereft Party; and other Circumſtances 


and Facts prove, beyond a Poſſibility of Doubt 
that they were totally different, and that ſome Fa- 
ther of Lies has therefore been employed to miſre- 


preſent à Conduct, which was incapable of De- 


tence; For it is certain, by the Authority of two 
Perſons, on their own Side, and who were  ac- 
tually employed upon the Service, that about 
thirty Perſons, few or none of them being Free- 
holders, were ordered to Obadiabh KeePs, had half 
4 Guinea given them to ſpend, and were expreſsly 
commanded to provide themſelves with Weapons, 
and remain there, till they were ſent for. And it 


likewiſe appears, that this balf Guinea Enter- 


tainment, tho' given beforehand, was duly earned, 
by what theſe Perſons did and ſuffered afterwards. 


One of the Weapons, which was taken by the 


New Intereſt Conquerors, was a great Stick, 
like a Hedgeſtake, ſawed off to the Length of 
about two Feet and a Half, and ſquared at 
the End, which was to ſtrike with, for about 
four Inches. This being a fair State of one Part 
of the Preparations, made on the Old Intereſt Side, 
againſt the Entertainment of that Day, may 1 
not then appeal to the common Senſe of every 
Reader, for an Anſwer to the Slanders and Infinua- 
tions of the abovementioned printed Paper? How 
baſe and abandoned to every Motive of Truth and 
Honour muſt be the Perſon, who could commit 
to writing, publiſh and diſperſe, with all the Con- 
fidence due to Truth, ſuch a Collection of the 
moſt abuſive Falſities, upon a Point of great Im- 


portance, and concerning a Tranſaction ſo Recent, 


that Hundreds can refute almoſt every Article he 
has affirmed! What muſt we think of the Party 
and Perſons, who can countenance and endeavour 
to gain Credit to ſuch a Performance! 


* 
; 


The 
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The es Ditereſt « Candidates, after having 
Ape at the TU NS, and drank ſuch loyal and 
public 4 as are always uſual amongſt 
the Friends of that Jztereſt; ſat out, about four 
KCloct in the Afternoon, accompanied by only 
Ten or a Dozen of their Friends, to pay their 
Reſpects to the Freeholders, aſſembled at the 
other public Houſes they had. They 
were followed indeed by ſuch a mixt Multitude of 
Nomen, Children, &c. as is common on ſuch Oc- 


__ ,ealions, amongſt which, / aut of . Compaſſion. and 
Charity, they tfirew, as has been their Cuſtom in 


other Places, a few Handfuls of ſmall Silver. No 
Braſe Money, or BIRMINGHAM Halfpence, 
ever came from the Hands of the New Intereſt 
Candidates at theſe Times; which, tis appre- 
.hended; even this fame Writer I have been 
ſpeaking of, will ſcarcely affirm for his Friends 
of the Old Intereſt. They accordingly vilited 
the N bite Lion, without meeting with, or ſuſ- 
pecting any Diſturbanee which, with the Cir- 
cumſtance of the ſmallneis of the Company they 
brought along with them, is a full Proof THEY 
did not fally ont tumuliuonufly 4 but, on the other 
Hand, as they proceeded next towards the Red 


Ton, they found the Street leading to it, guarded 


by a conſiderable Mob, who immediately, encouraged 
as is moſt probable, by the Smallneſs of the Com- 
pany, advanced up to them in the moſt riotous Man- 
ners brandiſning their Sticks, and ſhouting - 
and D d. In this Manner the Old. Intereſt 
Niob began the Aſſault betwixt Roberts's Inn and the 
Neu Lion, and they were driven bythe Frecholders up 
the Street, beyond the Red Lion.  T.ord . and 
Sir E T— went into the Red Lion to pay 

© their Compliments to the F reeholders in their In- 


"Py | | A tereſt, 


1 . 
* 


ſtill continuing, when they came out 
2. — and the Gentlemen walked down the Street 
and were overtaken by Sir E-— - (who had ftai 
behind them, to ſpeak 


to a 


cryin 

band's ſuffering by 
Mob) a little ſhort of Roberts's; and Sir Z 
perceiving ſeveral Perſons-ſtanding cloſe together in 


the Gateway of this Inn, immediately prefled'thro* 
them, and was followed by Lord P—— only. 


But his Zordfip obſerving, that the Entrance of 


the other Gentlemen, who accompanied them, was 


po the Gate poſſeſſed by the Enemy, andaFray 


the Support and Aſſiſtance of Sir &——, and the 


Safety of the other Gentlemen, to call in the Aſ- 

fiſtance of the -Freeholders at the Tans. For this 
Purpoſe, his Lordſhip, with ſome Difficulty, dif- 
entangled himſelf from the Crowd, and alarmed , 


the Freeholders at the Tuns. In the mean Time, 


| (betwixt Lord P——s going to fetch the Free- 
' holders, and his Return with them, to 'Roberts's)- 


Sir E ſtill remaining within the Gateway of 


the ſaid Inn (Roberts's) and hearing ſome one name 


Harriſon, underſtood for the firſt Time, that he was 
in the Enemies Quarters; and as he knew this Har- 


tereſt, who had dined there; but the Fight was 
again. Lord 


poor Woman, who was 
„ and in great Diſtreſs; for fear of her Huſ- 
the Barbarities of the Old Intereſt - | 


ally begun here alſo, thought it neceſſary for 


riſen to be an Agent of Sir , he afked him, 


What is the meaning of this ; *Tis very odd Bebg- 


viour ? To which Harriſon replied, 2 are I M- 
PERTINEN T: bat do YOU bers? Then Sir 


E perceiving them about to faſten the Gates up- 
on him, and ſhut him in, thought proper to retreat 
towards the Street, and in ſo doing he received, 


from behind, a Blow upon his Head, which, from 
all Circumſtances, he apprehended muſt have come 
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gain their Abſence, 


6809 


either from Harriſon, or from ſome one of his 
Company. Lord and the F recholders from 


the Tuns, as ſaid above, were now. come up, the 


Enemy were forced, and, as might have been expected, 


_ Thoſe of Property, and acting upon Principle, who 
were deſirous of- Peace, gained the Day; and the 
half. Guinea Mercenaries, who alt e 25 Inſult, 
were the firſt that retreated. , Ic 

But it is further affirmed in the ſaid: 2 Ac- 


| | —__ That before the New Intereſt. Candidates 


c went round the Town, their Mob was col- 
elected together, and each of them had Six- 
& pe nce and a Bludgeon given him.“, „The 


Truth of the Fact alluded to, is plainly, this, and 


another ſtriking Proof of the Aſſurance. of this 
Writer and his Employers. The Landlord of the 
Tuns complaining that the Inn- yard was ſo incom- 
moded with a Crowd of Women, Children, Se. 


that he did not know how to be able to farve up 


Dinner, on Account of them: A Perſon was 
therefore ſent down immediately, who gave them 
Sixpence apiece for their own Dinners, but upon 
expreſs Conditioh that they ſhould leave that 
Houſe; and his feeing them put the Condition in 
Execution, by not giving them their Sixpences but 
only by one, as they paſſed out of the Gate before 
him, is charged as.a military Muſter. And this is 
the Truth, and the whole Truth of the Fact, 
which this Pen of his Party has wrought up into 
to aſtoniſhing an Account. There was not a Blud- 
geon een ; the whole happen'd before Dinner; and 
the Money was not Siven to employ them, but to 
Truth and Falfity cannot be 
mote oppoſite, than the Aſſertions of chis Writer 
are to the real Matters of Fact. 
The like was the Caſe with the Maſons 1 
- Lady Dalkeith's. Money Was given upon their 
abſo- 


00 ; 

abſolute * to leave the Town without 
occaſioning any Diſturbances; and which, for any 
thing that appeared to the contrary, they ho- 
neſtly fulfille And, for Wonder's Sake, what 
— 1 the Gentlemen. of the New, Intereft want a 
Mob for? They began no quarrel; they ſtudied in 
every thing to be quièt; and when a Diſturbance 
was raiſed, they had a ſufficient Number of Free- 
Bolders to have beat double the Number of Mer- 
cenaries their Enemies had been able to bring to 
gether. 

1 will not at preſent enumerate the ſeveral Re- 
ports that were ſpread about of mean and ungene- 
rous Arts being uſed to raiſe this Diſturbance. 1 
| ſhould be ſorry to think that any Gentleman could 
be guilty of What I myſelf ſhould be aſhamed of: 
Beſides, I am ready to yrs large Allowances for 
the preſent Heat. of that Party : The Loſs of an 
Honour they have been more than forty Years in 
poſſeſſion of, is, I muſt ſay, a mortifying Circum- 
ſtance. Add to this (what they never before ex- 
perienced,) Their Purſes drain d, their Principles 
expoſed, and their whole C haradters laid open ; and 
ſhall ne ore that in their Anger they killed a 
Man at Benſon ?. That they recommended an Imi- 
ration of the like deſperate Conduct in other Pla- 
ces, by celebrating This in Songs, as a glorious 
Feat ? That they were near deſtroying many more 
at Banbury ? And that, had not Numbers intimida- 
ted them, they probably might have perpetrated ' 
very fatal — at Chipping norton, as ſhall how. 
be related ? 

Reports had been brought for ſome Days to ſe- 
veral Perſons of the New Intereſt of the ill. Treat- 
ment they were to meet with at Chippingnorton'; 
and theſe were confirmed by a Man, who that very 
Day going thro* Kertlington, in his Way to Chip- 
Pingnorlon, was ad viſed by an Acquaintance, a prin- 
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| cp Farmer there, That Be Bad berter not 
ho of rhe ptintipal Rioters of the 


one 
1 Pires 
appar, nes 58 to his Sen (who is of the 


12 at D 


"yy tb abſent himſelf from 
bd nrertaioment, if 


would not be knocked 
"on the, Head. And here I cannot but ſtop to 
obſerve, * this . horrid Plot, contrived and 
hatched by Papifs and the Friendot ' Papifts, was 
diſedveted) in the ſame” Manner as tlie Popify 
Plot was formerly, viz. By the alſiduous Care of 


Friends and Relations. . 


Lord Parker and Sir Edward 7 arner, on Friday 
the firſt Inſtant, came about Noon to the Town. 
They were mer at ſome Diſtance from it by four 
Bundred Horſa, three hundred of which, at leaſt, 
were F rechiolders : and a convincing Pros was 
that Day given, how acceptable _ Genttemen 
ate to the People in general of this County; for 
unexpected Numbers flocked in to their leger 
from almoſt every Part of it, as the Behaviour of 
the 1255 Intereſt at Banbury, OE the Threats a inſt 
that Daß, were become publick own, and ge- 
nerally ſeteſted. When: they $i at their 15 
the firlt Step that was taken, the, Jlices that 
were pteſene conſulted, What would be the beſt 
Method to keep the Peace. It was reſolved to ſend 
for the Bailzf}, and, as they were in the Ola Inte- 
Tel, particular Care was taken that they ſhould 
receive no lnſult from the Populace at the Inn 
Door. One of theſe Magiſtrates pretended, to be 
gone out of Town; the other came. He was 
then aſked, what Care he had taken of the Town? 
but was found to have taken none at all. They 

ve him Directions therefore to create deelve new 


- 


ga 
Sele who ſhould be watchful in the Diſcharte 
of their Duty. 


And here I muſt accuſe the Ju- 


ſtices of the New Intereſt of a great Piece of In- 
Poli, 


(" ) 


| 30800 chevich dbeytlerby gave the fitongeſt Proof — 


of their own parific Diſpofitions; for by this Step, 
they put long Staves, or (if I may uſe * he] 
fron) legal Bludgeons into the Hands of Twelde of 
their Enemies (for none but futh, and thoſt the 
moſt riotous, were created Conſtables) who by this 
Means were impowered to knock down Men by Law, 
and moſt unjuſtifiably broke many Heads under the 
falſe Province of keeping the Peace. 

Things remained quiet however till the Evvntin: 
when a Party fallied out from the White Hart and 
inſulted ſome of the New 1ntereft that were drink- 
ing at the Crown and Cuſbion; but this was at- 
_ tended with no farther Conſequence at that Time. 


But hot Jong afterwards, a few ef the New Rr. 


reſt paſſing by the bite Hart, were again 15 x 
and Eye The Circumſtances were 8 de | 
they paſſed by the V bite Hart ſeveral Perſons ruled 
up a Shout of D-—4q and /=-—z, and — . 

to fight any one of the 5 1 This Chal- 


lenge was immediately of by one of the || 


faid New Intereſt went directly ch 3 
them in Expectation of a fair Engagement. v 


inſtead of that, he found himſelf inſtantly e 
ſeveral Perſons at once, and hauled, by the Force 
Numbers, into the Gateway. Here, having mhvt 
the Gate, they proceeded to exerciſe the moſt wan- 
ton Cruelties upon him. Some held him Shade | 
others ſtruck him with Sticks, Nan Sticks in his 
Face Beat him with their Fs Called him a . 
lain Threatned to lay him behind the Fire Decla- 
red they had a good Mind to hang him To cut 
his Throat, Cc. particularly Rouſe, the Tannen; 4 
Nathaniel Haines, the Bra ter; and a Geninan s? 
Servant, all Three were ſeen 3 theit Cruel. 
ties upon him at the ſame Time, tho the printed 
Account affirms, that mw were now all — 5 
4. in 


( "ed 


< in to a Game at Whiſt, very peaceably, in a back 
Room, very diſtant: from the Street.. Another 
Perſon who generouſly ran to the Aſſiſtance of his 
Friend, had likewiſe the Misfortune to be ſhut with- 
in the Gates, and was likewiſe treated nearly in the 
ſame cruel Manner with his Companion. The Cries 
of theſe poor Wretches were heard into the Street; 
their Friends aſſembled, about the Inn; they were de- 
Li - manded of the Landlord; &c. and upon his (the 
x | Landlord's) refuſing to deliver them up, Extre- 
. mities alone could be had recourſe to, and nothing 
but Intreaties were till then made Uſe of. Tho 
provoked, as a Number of Perſons muſt be at ſuch 
Treatment as this, they might ſtill have forbore 
coming to Extremitics, , had they not perceived the 
 Oftler of the White Hart ſli ip out at a.private Door, 
and without any warning, nock down a. Man, and 
then as haſtily retire back into the Houſe, . The 
Fray no began in earneſt. The Windows of the 
Inn were preſently broke; the great Gates had. a 
Pannel forced out, and were very near being broke 
open; and in hort, the general Aſſault was carried 
on Wich ſuch Heat of Reſentment, that tis impoſ- 
Able to ſay what might have been the Event to the 
| Houſe. and its Inbabitants, had not. the principal 
: Gentlemen of the New. Intereſt arrived at the Time 
they did. The Riot being with great Difficulty 
appeaſed, ſeveral. Gentlemen of the New. Interęſt 
entered the Houſe, and demanded: of Haines, the 
Landlord, his two Priſoners, and upon his denying 
them, told him the Mob was ſo far incenſed, that 
it would be impoſſible to reſtrain them from pulling 
. down, his. 'Hout: if they were not very ſoon releaſed. 
Fear of his own Safety beginning now to operate, 
led one of the Gentlemen thro' a dark Paſſage 
into: adarker Raom, were ſix tormenting Devils were 
e all 1 wanton Crueſties of the e, 


WV # 


| 44 5 | 
ſo-that (as has been obſerved elſewhere) f here can 


remain no doubt from vobence tbeſt Counſels could pro- 


ceed, or with what religious Spirit thuſe Men T 
adluated, who. could put ſuch Counfels in Practiue. 

The printed Account affirms, (That nee ot 
three or Muß Pounds Weight, were thrown in at 
the Windows:? but this muſt be ae, for it wa 


too hard a Froſt to break up the: Street. It is Taid 


alſo, that Firebrand were made Uſe of; but theſe 


could be no others but ſuch as; together with 
broken Glaſs Bottles, &c. had / firſt been thrown 
out of the Inn Windows upon the Aſſailants.— Theſe 


Particulars, tho* of little Conſequence in themſelves, 


are mentioned to ſnew the ftrunge Propenſiy te 


Author of that Account muſt have to Falſities, 
when he could relate them i in — that were Hs 
. material to his Cauſe. 

The Priſoners being by theſs Means W 651 
the Diſturbance . ſubſided, and all was afterwards 

iet. The Leaders indeed of the Oid Intereſ by 
A ſubſequent Sallies manifeſted their Diſpoſi- 
tion to be ſtill riotous, but they always found their 


Antagoniſts too 1 0 to de able co m4 _ F 


| Thing againſt tm. 3 0 b. 
Another Particular ce is which: ought not to 
be paſſed over without. Notice, as the Ignorance and 
Stupidity of it would be exccedingly. diverting 

had its previous Effects been leſs barbarous and 
inhuman. It is this; the Bailiſts and '' Conſtables, 

who during the Diſturbance, were as riotous as any, 
and had then, by way of Amuſement as it were, 

Juſt been knocking a fe Men down, came, 10 all 
was over, to deſire the Juſtices that they would rake 
Care of the Town. Whereas it is moſt certain, that 
had there been any further Fear of a Riot, the beſt 
Way to have prevented it, would have been the 


One 


ae theſe peace Officers themſelves in Cuſtody. 


with a proper 


Suhject. It is aſſerted 


8 1 whole Hiſtogy, or at juaft the 
1 Material particular of the Conduct of the New Iu- 
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One of hem cou hot, « even I Time, + 
om being in 6, Was very near meeting 
Chaſtiſement from a worthy Gentle: 
tleman, if the /n/eguificancy. of the Perſon had not 


made his Impertinence. not worth regarding. To 
 _ dwell upon every ſcandalous Falſhood which has 


been — by the Old Intereſt Advocates on this 
Occaſion would be tedious, and to little Purpoſe, 
as enough has already been ſaid for Specimens, aud 
to ſhew what Spirit they are of; I will therefore 


only detain 700 a very little While longer on this 
by this Old Tnterg Writer, 


that. the Old Intereſt Ringers were ſent out of 
Ton to prevent any Diſputes that might ariſe” 


- pnAccount, of the Bells: I am, on the contrary, af- 


ſured, that they dined that Day at a Publick Houſe, 
kept by one William Crawford: at Chipping-norton, 
and that a farther Inſult was to have been offered to 


the Gentlemen of the New Intereſt, by burning their 
Candidates in Effgie, if their Enemies had not found 


themſelves too weak to perform it. 
Thus, Gentlemen _ Brother F n 4 
Subſtance and every 


tereſt Gentlemen at BANBURY, on the 28h. 
of January; and at CHIPPING-NORTON 
on the 1/8. Inſtant tis laid before YOU; and if 


any Scruples ſhould ariſe concerning the Veracity of 
this Account, I do not doubt but that every Thing 
which has been aſſerted herein is 


capable of being 
proved in a judicial Way, and more, perhaps, if 


Occaſion ſhould be given for it. The moſt flagrant 


\Inftances of general Riot and Confubon, if ſubſer- 


— 1% to their own Purpoſes, are diſtinguiſh- 


ed by the ſpecious Titles of the Voice of the Peo- 
Their Ends, they 


9 can juſtify . n But whenever their 
| Ambition 


— 


%%% F*: $0 ; 5 
Ambition and Views have rendered them 
the People, and call down upon them public Reſent- 


ment, Language becomes inſufficient to deſcribe, 
in Terms bad enough, the very ſame Diſpoſition 


which they had before pretended to reverence as the 
Voice of God. Numerous Inſtances of this Truth, 
almoſt every Body 1s acquainted with; and the Dif- 
' ference of their Behaviour after their Murder at Ben- 
ſon, and after their Defeats at Banbury and Chipping- 
norton, is too ſingular to paſs the Notice ofany one. 
It is alſo farther obvious to remark, that as the Sup- 
porters of the Old Intereſt are ſo nearly connected 
with Papiſts both in their politicul and religious Prin- 
ciples, it is not very ſurpriſing to find them, on cer- 
tain Occaſions, breathing the ſame Spirit of the In- 
quiſition with Papiſts. How is their ſhocking Treat- 
ment of the poor Priſoner and his Friend, as above 
related, to be otherwiſe accounted for. It is an Ob- 
- ſervation founded upon Experience, that People of 
this unhappy Diſpoſition cannot think differently from 
another, withou; © e im; nor bate bin, with- 
. out wiſhing i ſhall however account 
for theſe late Lon. s on #.5ther P rinciple. « 
Parties, lik dunan bodies, when their Diſſolution 
approaches, generally ' delirious, and fall into 
Convulſions, and the 42 for Life is ſeldom 
without Violence. No one can doubt the Truth of 


this Obſervation in Relation to the Old Intereſt ; for 


that it is now out of its Senſes, if it could be proved 


from nothing elſe, is manifeſt from theſe its laſs 


| Tranſaftions, for what happen'd at Banbury may 


be conſidered as one Convulſive Fit; whilſt the Dif- * 


turbance at Chipping-norton, has every Symptom of 
the final Plunge of an expiring Faction. ; 
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